2nd transnational meeting and workshop held under SMILEY FACES PROJECT, SOCRATES Programme

April 2004, POLAND
The first session was conducted jointly with the Partners and Learners and included short 5 minute presentations from Cyprus, Poland and Northern Ireland regarding the history of country and information on organisation; presentation of the Learning Bags by Learners and demonstration of their usage as well as proposed evaluation of Learning bags. During the afternoon session the participants were divided into two workshops - the first one was envisaged only for the partners and covered topics such as organisational matters arising from the Belfast minutes, discussion of supporting materials for learning bags and review Project Activity Planning Table for remainder of project. The second were aimed at ‘Getting to know you’ exercise for the Learners and sharing ideas about the development of Learning bags.

The main point of discussions were the Learning Bags. Northern Ireland briefed all the participants of the research they had conducted as regards story sacks. The results show that reading these story sacks is an encouragement both for parents and young children. These are good and useful ideas as well as inexpensive way of taking care of children development with a special focus on reading skills.
All the partners have brought with them samples of their learning bags - in total 8 bags were presented and their usage discussed in details. Among the bags as presented were: wooden clocks, buildings representing architectural items from Belfast, jigsaw puzzle, board with colorful hands, booklet with stories, stories, legends, story on animals as the main character, hand-made items to help children present the story: animals, gloves, children were involved in creation all those items, Map of Cyprus to colour it and learn the region, traditional pillow of Cyprus, pottery, terracotta, Graham bell, telephone, various hand-made items, envelope with stories to be coloured and put in order, activities of a farmer, cards, ‘one potato, two potatoes ‘song, sheep farming, potato production, etc.

The Bulgarian learning bag was accepted with great interest - Sound imitating - Game ECHO instructions; Book with animals, Bulgarian alphabet divided into two parts which children should match in a proper way; Clock presenting seasons and weather; House with window view; seasons and weather outside can be changed.

