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DIA-SPORT ASSOCIATION


The importance of educating parents and childminders to be as effective as possible in raising children has been recognized in Bulgaria long ago. The efforts in that aspect allowed groups of parents as well as the ones involved in childcare to gain emotional and social support from each other and to learn about child development. 
In the end of 2003 the project “Smiley Faces – European Learning Bags” was launched implementing a new approach to educating and training childminders/parents through the creation and use of carefully designed educational bags and supporting skill-building materials. 
The bags offer great opportunities for children to interact with other children as well as actively participate in various situations and environment. They are designed to improve childminders and parental effectiveness by providing a clear childcaring philosophy and a set of skills and strategies that can be used immediately to address a variety of child-rearing challenges and problems.
These learning bags are intended to help increase the creativeness of childminders and parents in developing basic knowledge and pedagogic skills through play. Children, their parents and childminders discover exciting activities through hand-on fun! And they couldn't be easier to use!

Activities

· After the first transnational meeting in Belfast, Northern Ireland, the Bulgarian learners under this project have been identified – teachers in kindergartens, pre-primary and primary schools, childminders, parents (predominantly mothers and grandmothers). 
· Following the professional advice of our specialists (pedagogues) and taking into account how many changes in the child’s development take place during this period of development, the age range 3-7 has been considered too wide to be covered altogether, so the project team agreed to divide this range into two. During the first project year the learners will focus on the development of learning bags containing individual items, intended for children in the age group 3- 5 years and during the second project year - others intended for children 5- 7 years of age.

· The BG project team developed some additional information intended to be incorporated in the contents of the SPICE handbook:

Children’s social development – making friends and nurturing the child self-esteem
Children’s physical development – understanding and encouraging the young child's large motor development

Children's communication development - Parent/childminder - child communication; parents as models; talking and listening 
Chidren's emotional development - emotional growth through musical play                                                     Conlusion - understanding the child’s uniqueness. 

· The team designed and proposed the BG version of the project’s logo.

· The learners under the auspices of our pedagogues prepared the materials for the work of childminders with 3-5 year old children. 
· The learning bag is made out of a typical Bulgarian fabric/textile with a view to promoting cultural awareness and diversity. It is a cultural resource itself.
Events
Since the beginning of the Smiley Faces project, the Dia-Sport team has been invited to take part in several events among which:
50th Anniversary of 106  Kindergarten “Princess Maria Luisa” in Sofia;

Celebration of 8th March - the Mother’s Day in 127 Kindergarten “Golden Duck” in Sofia.
At these events we announced the launching of the “Smiley Faces” project and presented the idea and activities planned under it. The project ideas provoked great interest. 
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