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SMILEY FACES ‘EUROPEAN LEARNING BAGS’

INFORMATION CARDS

FORMAT

TITLE OF BAG: The Magic Forest 
AIM OF THE BAG: The bag is aimed at providing children with knowledge about the surrounding nature and the wildlife and answering the main questions they might have about climate, wild animals and plants, etc. The main topics are: the four seasons and the corresponding climate changes; the forest and its characteristics; wild plants and animals; human activity in the forest, including living in conformity with nature; changes caused by the season change; rational use of nature resources; environmental protection (of the forest in particular); 
AGE GROUP: pre-school and school children, 4 to 12 years
CONTENTS OF BAG: 
· Background materials, elaborated by cloth, fibre and cardboard, among which a miniature model of a forest demonstrating the climatic changes in the four seasons of the year 

· 2 mini bags containing materials needed for each of the four seasons.
· The fairy tale “The magic forest” is included in order to serve as a starting point and to introduce the main characters and to present the typical processes and nature phenomena. 
· Supporting written materials: an encyclopedic series “Forest animals”, a puzzle album “Get to know the wild flowers”, presentation of the water-mill as an example of human activity in the forest; materials aimed at promoting respectful attitude towards the forest and the need of its preservation. 
AREAS OF CHILDS DEVELOPMENT: Cognitive development, notions of space and time, speech development, knowledge of animals, birds, plants, seasonal changes and their effect on  nature. 
HOW TO USE…..

· Should we provide the instructions for every single game/craft in the bag??
NOTES FOR PARENTS
PICTURE OF FRONT OF BAG
LOTS OF PICTURES OF CONTENTS OF BAG/CHILDREN PLAYING WITH BAG
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At the conference in Sofia: 
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A learner’s opinion:
“I find the project goal quite an innovative one. At first, I thought it would be very difficult to prepare all that was put as an initial idea but it turned out to be a very funny task combined with accomplishing a learning objective. The situation in Bulgaria, where the early education is provided within the formal system of kindergartens and schools, does not give much place for childminders as is the situation in Northern Ireland for example. Nevertheless, our experience as pedagogues contributed greatly and we gave green light to all our creativity, skills and even fantasy. The results speak for themselves – especially interesting final products in the form of games, etc that could help parents, teachers and all involved with taking care of children in the process of children’s development. The pedagogical approaches help to create items which are funny to play with while learning with them, thus achieving the main objective: “learning through play”.
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This bag was designed and created by Ralitsa Peshkova and Evgenia Nedeva (experienced pedagogue), with the support of childminders, associated to Dia-Sport Association, Bulgaria. The project was developed and managed by NICMA – the Childminding Association of Northern Ireland as part of a Grundtvig 2 Learning Partnership with funding through the Socrates programme.
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