[image: image1.jpg]



SMILEY FACES ‘EUROPEAN LEARNING BAGS’

INFORMATION CARDS

FORMAT

TITLE OF BAG: “Meet the Bulgarian traditions and customs”
AIM OF THE BAG: The objective of the bag is to teach preschool and school age children more about the most respected traditions, customs and rituals of Bulgarian people which have been preserved up to present days. The bag also aims at introducing them to the diverse national folk art. The bag creates conditions for aesthetic education by means of illustrative art, and by providing opportunities for individual children’s work, initiatives and development of creative imagination.
AGE GROUP: 6-12 year olds
CONTENTS OF BAG: The hand made crafts included in the bag “Meet the Bulgarian traditions and customs” comprise materials, items, toys, and activities, games, songs, legends and sayings, poems, all of them providing a trip across the picturesque Bulgarian land.
CONTENTS OF BAG: 
а) Bulgarian traditions and celebrations in the spring and winter periods: Christ’s birth, Christmas Eve and New Year, the games of kukeri and survakari, the celebration of 1st March – Baba Marta, Tzvetnitza (the Day of the Flowers) and Easter, Mother’s day
· Making decorations for the Christmas tree – 7-8 year olds,
· Making a necklace as a present for Mother’s day – 6-year-olds, materials: leather
· A Kuker mask  (used for the ancient custom of kukeri in winter when boys and men wear scary masks and perform dances and scenes in order to chase demons away) – made of a rectangular box lid and a variety of colorful materials 
· Making stands for the dyed Easter eggs in the shape of a rooster, a hen, a chick – 6-year-olds

· Making a swallow of cardboard and colored paper

b) Bulgarian food and national cuisine related to those traditions: cheese, yoghurt, banitsa, spices, boza, kebabcheta, “shopska” salad, sarmi, dyed eggs, etc. 
AREAS OF CHILDS DEVELOPMENT: 

Raising an aesthetic taste in children, enhancing their creative skills, their original thinking and imagination, together with their agility.  Building up awareness and respect for Bulgarian traditions and traditional art and thus raising children’s national self-esteem which will allow them to explore and communicate with other cultures more freely and respectfully. Knowledge of different geographical characteristics, of nature, of different materials and how to use them. 
HOW TO USE…..

· Should we provide the instructions for every single game/craft in the bag??
NOTES FOR PARENTS
PICTURE OF FRONT OF BAG
LOTS OF PICTURES OF CONTENTS OF BAG/CHILDREN PLAYING WITH BAG
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Bulgarian children testing the Cyprus bag:
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 This bag was designed and created by Evgenia Nedeva (experienced pedagogue) and Ralitsa Peshkova, with the support of childminders, associated to Dia-Sport Association, Bulgaria. The project was developed and managed by NICMA – the Childminding Association of Northern Ireland as part of a Grundtvig 2 Learning Partnership with funding through the Socrates programme.
Northern Ireland Childminding Association 16 – 18 Mill Street, Newtownards BT23 4LU
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